vote for independence-all the while protecting the country's key institutions and the interests of the elites.
Unfortunately, the book gives scant attention to the next three presidents-Abdurrahman Wahid (Gus Dur), Megawati, and Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono (SBY)-but gives a glowing account of President Joko Widodo (Jokowi)'s meteoric rise. Disregarding SBY's 10-year administration is particularly unfortunate, as it would have helped explain why Jokowi inherited a country with rampant corruption, a large infrastructure deficit, unsustainable fuel subsidies, and growing intolerance toward minorities.
Shastry, a self-confessed optimist, correctly describes Indonesia as "an archipelago of possibilities," but in doing so glides over the country's many deep social, economic, spatial, and religious fault lines. To compound matters, the book's discursive style is often as choppy and turbulent as the events it describes, and periodic digressions describing the challenges of other countries, especially India and China, do not help.
Its shortcomings notwithstanding, Resurgent Indonesia is a useful addition to the literature on an important country during a critical part of its history. 
